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RELATIVES’ GATECRASHING IN THEIR OFFSPRING’S
PRIVATE LIFE: A STUDY OF TUNJI OGUNDIMU’S THE

INSIDERS AND AMMA DARKO’S BEYOND THE HORIZON

Célestin Gbaguidi
Université d’Abomey-Calavi
ggbaguidicelestin@yahoo.fr

Abstract: This paper lays bare the injustice and relatives’ interference in children’s

marriage bonds to break up through Amma Darko’s Beyond the Horizon and Tunji
Ogundimu’s The Insiders. It aims to bring to light the suffering children often endure

concern.

Key words:

Résumé : Cet article met à nu l’injustice et l’ingérence de la famille dans la vie
privée des enfants conduisant les jeunes une

Beyond the Horizon d’Amma Darko et The Insiders de Tunji Ogundimu. Cela vise
à mettre en lumière la souffrance qu’endurent les enfants lorsque leurs parents ou
la famille étendue leur imposent le ou la partenaire qu’ils doivent marier et à faire

Mots clés : Ingérence - mariage - égoïsme

Introduction
Gatecrashing is the attitude of interfering in other people’s life

without being invited; by extension, the involvement of an ‘outsider’
in a private or personal domain. This paper raises the crucial issue of

family unit due to parents or relatives’ intrusion into children’s love
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affairs as seen through Tunji Ogundimu’s The Insiders and Amma
Beyond the Horizon.

Indeed, the issue of the choice of the marriage companion by the
partners themselves or not has been the concern of African literature
for ages. As to the different attitude of life, people belonging to the
older generation always wonder what has gone wrong with the younger
one. They feel that during their time, young boys and girls were better
behaved, more obedient and had greater respect for the elders especially

whom to share his or her life with a view to perpetuating human race.

on the passionate feeling of romantic desire and the sexual attraction
he or she feels for the other half. This soul mate may be chosen in the

encounters, or better still at school or university, to name only a few.

being on good terms with each other, sharing of viewpoint, distinctive

the person set to share one’s life. Nevertheless, in Tunji Ogundimu’s
The Insiders Beyond the Horizon, the younger
generation has a feeling that ‘foreign bodies’ meddle in the choice of
their marriage partner without their consent and consultation.

This paper is built around (1) relatives’ interference in children’s
love affairs, (2) the causes of parents or relatives’ gatecrashing, and (3)
the consequences of parents or relatives’ gatecrashing. Sociocriticism

gatecrashing in progeny’s love affairs occur in the novels under
scrutiny?

1. Relatives’ Interference in Children’s Love Affairs
In some traditional African societies and other parts of the world,

it is quite often noticed that the elders and relatives do not leave their
progeny free to choose their sexual partners. In other words, relatives
do have their say or worse still the last word regarding their offspring’s
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choice of who must share the rest of their lives with them so much so

It is worth noticing that marriage is the relationship between two
people especially a man and a woman, who join to set up a couple.
According to Ayisi “marriage is [...]

”1

Within the context of The Insiders, for relatives, marriage is perceived
as a common issue or rather a matter to be discussed by the families
on behalf of the ‘contractors’. As the character Baba, Bayo’s uncle,

are central of more consequences than the contractors themselves”.2

According to him, with his traditional view, marriage should not
be the concern of two individuals only but a relationship woven by
the communities and blessed by the elderly people of the families
involved. As literature is the manifestation of social life in its various

3 marriage, in some traditional African societies, is not only the
concern of just the prospective spouses but it is the primary concern of
their respective families as well. In The Insiders, for Bayo, however,

claim prominence than the contractors themselves” (TI, p. 51). Bayo’s
posture vis-à-vis the extended family’s active involvement or rather
intrusion in children’s love affairs demolishes the view held by the
guarantors of tradition. Love counts a lot for Bayo and Kudi to set up

Marriage

leads to a more meaningful and fruitful life. Our spouse is our prime
.Eric O., Ayisi, An Introduction to the Study of African Culture

1980), p. 7.
.Tunji Ogundimu, The Insiders

Ltd., 2010), p. 51. Further references to the same edition will be
referred to as TI followed by the page number in the main text.

The Road”, in
Particip’Action
St. Louis)
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.”4 Nevertheless,
how will spouses attain such a goal when they are not let free to choose
their companion?

Behind the Horizon, the concept of marriage

offspring’s marriage. Mara’s father does not allow his daughters to
choose their husband by their own, nor does he care whether they
love or appreciate the one chosen for them. It appears clear to specify

In arranged marriages, the families of both spouses
take a leading role in choosing the marriage partner,

In forced marriage, there is no choice – one or both
spouses do not consent to the marriage or their consent

5.

The overall

”.6 It appears
that contrary to Bayo and Kudi in The Insiders
Beyond the Horizon

. Nicola Sharp,

 (058/08/2014)

Africa
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arrangement; they just swallow their rulings. Overall, the offspring’s
welfare should override all others regarding the choice of the marriage
partner to avoid unfortunate situations prevailing, for instance, between

Beyond the Horizon in which Mara,
whose wedding has been arranged, is constantly battered by a spouse
imposed upon her. Mara’s father’s attitude results from the fact that he

7 but he also wants

”.8

Bayo’s unions fall within forced marriage as their respective parents
or relatives do not leave them free to choose to marry the partner after

In some parts of Africa parents choose marriage partners for
their children even before they are born. This is to make it
absolutely sure that they do get someone to marry. In other
parts the choice is made for the young people by their relatives,

other relatives.9

.Mara’s dowry comes in handy because it comes just at the right
moment since her father owes somebody money and the man has been

the insolvent debtor eagerly jumps at the opportunity and uses his
daughter’s bride price as repayment (BH, pp. 6-7).
.  Beyond the Horizon

p. 5. Further references to the same edition will be referred to as BH
followed by the page number in the main text.

Sexuality” in
and Development,

Relatives’ Gatecrashing in their Offspring’s Private Life
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”10, there is indeed a thin line
between Tunji Ogundimu’s imaginary world and practices prevalent
in a Yoruba community. Undeniably, the reader would agree that in
The Insiders
private life is a true-life Yoruba reality. In other words, Ogundimu

consent of his relatives. The intruding relative’s sermon to Bayo, the

than her looks. You cannot base the choice of a partner on good
looks alone. I do not believe that Kudi is the kind of girl you

ears and let me tell you something: this Kudi you are running
after has a curse on her head. You hear? She has a curse on

Falling from the back of one’s mother is not a joking matter
(TI, pp. 16-21).

Even if experienced relatives do have a say in the choice of their
‘children’s’ company, are they entitled to impose themselves upon the

serve as enlighteners or guides to their offspring not as intruders
hampering the psychological and social blooming of children. Any

grounds for advising or enlightening a madly in love bridegroom

The
Road”, in Particip’Action
Imprimerie St. Louis)

GBAGUIDI Célestin
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Mama Tunde is sent to Bayo’s as the envoy of the Kudoros to deter
the dauntless and foolhardy nephew from moving out with an ill-fated
girl whose mother might have dubious morals. It is noteworthy that

I love the girl, she has agreed
to marry me, I shall marry her” (TI, p. 17). Despite the allegation
that Iyalode, Kudi’s notorious mother, has a bad character, Bayo’s
willpower to marry the girl of his dreams should move mountains.
One might point out that Bayo’s attitude towards his aunt conveys the
idea that the younger generation feels that they are capable enough
to learn on their own rather than lean heavily on the older generation
for any guidance. Bayo’s determination or pigheadedness to wed the
woman of his choice despite all the obstacles, also expresses the fact

from Kudi by smearing Kudi’s mother. This is how the dauntless aunt

….

” (TI, pp. 18-19). Mama Tunde’s

a female character with whom Bayo is having a platonic friendship,
is Mama Tunde’s heartthrob. What are then the causes of parents or
relatives’ intrusion into their offspring’s love affairs?

2. Causes of Parents or Relatives’ Gatecrashing

behind parents or relatives’ intrusion into their progeny’s private life.

2.1.

Darko emphasizes that it is neither the institution of marriage nor

Relatives’ Gatecrashing in their Offspring’s Private Life
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”.11 The fact that
parents send their offspring into an arranged or forced marriage is not
only tradition-based but for economic reasons too. Obviously, Mara’s
father is more obsessed with the gain he will get from his daughter’s
bride price than the daughter’s welfare. Mara, the victim of her father’s

But father, it appeared, had a different

price than the character of the man” (BH, p. 4). Selling his daughters
off that way, Mara’s father surely hands them over to the goodwill

bidding because they have heavily paid for them. This is noticeable

Indeed, Mara’s father is a patriarch who attaches little importance to

that point of view, one can easily assert that Mara is perceived by her
father as useless nuisance to get rid of by means of a forced marriage.
In this vein, Wanjohi clearly states, “The African marriage today is
still characterized by [...]

.12This attitude from self-centred parents or
relatives often hampers the blossoming or bliss of the daughters they
have ‘bartered’.

In Ogundimu’s The Insiders, Bayo’s relatives are trying to

with Kudi is not their concern, only his abidance by their wish counts
for them. A very deep analysis of such attitude leads me to say that

. Laura E. Chasen, Dislocated Subjects: Transnational Forced Prostitution,
African Female Bodies and Corporeal Resistance, a thesis submitted to the
Faculty of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences of Georgetown University in

Washington, DC, April 23, 2010, p. 14

GBAGUIDI Célestin
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responsibility to care for Bayo’s welfare, she seems to forget that

True, I cannot

future threatened” (TI, pp. 18-19). One may rightfully wonder what

sweethearts from marrying. It is worth noticing that when Bayo loses
his two parents, no relatives care about his future; they abandon him
to his sad fate. Being very livid with his relatives’ intrusion in his love

[after the tragic death of my parents]? ...

you all gathered and made a thousand and one promises to beguile
” (TI, pp. 51-52). The

heterodiegetic narrator13 in Ogundimu’s The Insiders rightfully points
out Bayo’s bitterness towards his people in this way,

secondary school, his name had appeared on the merit
list of admission into the only accredited Federal
University and, more importantly, he had made his seven

not raise enough funds for registration, in spite of his
personal efforts.

13.The narrator of the story in Tunji Ogundimu’s The Insiders is heterodiegetic
because he is absent from the story he tells [Gérard Genette,

244-45].

Relatives’ Gatecrashing in their Offspring’s Private Life
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naira. But unfortunately, just as Mama Tunde had

some traditional African societies in which they are abandoned and
worse still stripped of what is theirs by rights. Bayo’s uncles and

are, they have preferred to help their sister, Moji, with Grandpa’s
harvest receipts. One therefore understands the reason why Bayo has
been hard on Mama Tunde and her friend Alaba trying to convince
him to drop Kudi pretending she is not the right woman to marry.

” (TI, p. 18),
[sic] any

” (TI,

do if he were still alive. Considering this, though one might imply that
Mama Tunde is truthful and sincere in her approach, Bayo condemns
his aunt’s attitude due to the bad previous history between them. For
him, she vents hatred on him that is why she wants to control him from
a distance. Furthermore, his uncle, Baba, is not trying to jeopardise and

to have all the properties of Grandpa Kudoro without share. Bayo
Kudoro, being a legitimate and potential heir to Grandpa Kudoro’s
properties, is a real and fearsome threat. The heterodiegetic narrator
in The Insiders best sums up the deprivation and hardships that the

GBAGUIDI Célestin
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character Bayo endures after the death of his parents thus,

complaining to nobody. They had driven him out of
the family house: they had taken in more tenants and

left them alone. Why they did not also leave him alone,

derail his plans, he did not understand. At least then.
(TI, pp. 248-49)

 Their real intention is not to spare Bayo from bad companion
as they pretend. What they really mean is to torment Bayo and maybe

account for parents or relatives’ intrusion into their offspring’s love
affairs as seen through the novels under study.

Indeed, poverty is a critical factor leading to arranged or forced
marriage. Some parents encourage their children to marry a person
who can assure their [both children’s and parents’] future. Iyalode,
Kudi’s mother, urges her daughter to marry a man that can afford her

can a couple live on seven hundred naira a month? ....
 [....]

(TI, p. 32)

Relatives’ Gatecrashing in their Offspring’s Private Life
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companion is a determining factor in the decision to marry him or

You

”.
(TI, p. 32) Unfortunately, giving in to her mother’s constant and
tendentious observations, Kudi pushes Bayo to one side and eventually,
they part for good.

Furthermore, a young girl may sometimes be regarded as an
economic burden for her parents. Therefore, her marriage to a man
who is believed to be ‘well-off’ can be seen as a good riddance.

Beyond the Horizon, Mara’s father does a

home implies having many mouths to feed, but marrying them at an

leaps at the opportunity to barter his daughter Mara for eleven goats
as dowry. The opportunistic father uses part of the bride price to repay
a creditor and the funny part of it is that, as the autodiegetic narrator

’’
(BH,
Umeh asserts that

Le père, Benfa, a choisi Famagan, un marchand, comme

plus polygame.”14

Sous l’Orage, as is the case

. The father, Benfa, has chosen Famagan, a dealer, as a husband for his
daughter. And yet, his daughter, Kany, does not love Famagan and cannot
marry him because he is old and polygamous as well. (Translation, mine)
Ambrosse O. Umeh, « Le problème de l’autorité paternelle sur le mariage de l’enfant
en Afrique noire », Éthiopiques :  N°
26, avril 1981, from

GBAGUIDI Célestin
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Beyond the Horizon15, is certainly

into arranged marriage due to sociological impediments and parents’
unawareness.

2.2. Traditional Coercion and Ignorance
Traditions and sociological requirements are root causes of

society are inextricably related16, in this paper, I have shown how in
Africa, some traditional and sociological rules are to be observed before

in lines with what the involved families have been doing. Iyalode’s
refusal to see Bayo marry Kudi stems from what she has heard from

baby and required ceremonies are not performed to remove the curse.

break all the chains that maintain him under domination,
the people in this impressive story display stagnation,

superstition create traditions and customs that destroy
life”.17Any sensible mother that observes such customs and
prohibitions will react as Iyalode has done. She believes

one’s daughter to the son of such a man is prestigious for the villagers.
.Barthélémy Kotchi, Méthodologie et Idéologie, Abidjan CEDA,

1989, p. 66.
.

Cultural Emancipation in Asare Konadu’s Ordained by the Oracle,”
in Particip’Action: Revue internationale de littérature, linguistique et
philosophie

Relatives’ Gatecrashing in their Offspring’s Private Life
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he marries them. That is inevitable”. (TI, p. 109)

 If Moji has not raised the issue, Iyalode is already convinced
that her daughter has chosen Bayo and she must give her consent as
promised.

In addition, ignorance remains an unavoidable cause of sending
girls into marriage. Fathers could react otherwise if they were aware
of the potential that they have. Mara, in Beyond the Horizon, is too

into question her father’s intrusion and the countless ill-treatment she

if she has not been schooled? What are then the consequences of being
coerced into marriage?

3. Consequences of Parents or Relatives’ Gatecrashing
3.1. Lovers’ Suffering

love affairs outmost consequences result in the couple suffering or
dislocation. Both the bride and the groom are morally affected. In
Ogundimu’s The Insiders
to external intrusion. Intrusion in the relationship between Bayo and
Kudi brings about dispute and hatred. They promise to get married in
the name of their love. Nevertheless, Iyalode’s opposition to Bayo and

jail due to Moji’s frame-up.
Beyond the Horizon, the relationship between Mara

love when they marry. They abide to their respective family’s wish.

treatment. Truly, Mara is not happy with her living conditions with

heartless and brutish.”18 The only thing Mara deserves is carelessness

GBAGUIDI Célestin
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and humiliation. As a matter of fact, Mara suffers humiliation through
her married life. As Adjei points out,

human emotion, least of all, love. He performs his

19.

Where there is love, there should be peace, tenderness, and
understanding. It is then strange enough that a wife is chased off the
bed by her husband pretending that he wants to be alone after having

literally on his supposed wife whenever he wants to satisfy his sexual
lust. For Mara, it is not good being treated such a way by one’s own
husband, she is aware. All the same, she pitifully bears it because before
being sent into marriage, she has gone through a sort of brainwashing
that has made her that way. She confesses,

and family elders stringently repeated to me at the end of the
Three Novels” in [online], 2009, vol. 1 n° 1, p.
50.

. Idem.

Relatives’ Gatecrashing in their Offspring’s Private Life
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consideration his exploitative behaviour towards Mara. Not only does

husband can behave such a way. For instance, because he does not
want to pay extra fees to Osey, his friend who smuggles Mara into

perfectly for the job, prostitution. Oddly enough, once in Germany,
after concocting a Machiavellian scheme in which he drugs Mara,

Akobi returned some minutes later and brought me a

pp. 111-15)

GBAGUIDI Célestin
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such an inhumane and perverse attitude towards Mara, given to him

marriage and most of such a union hangs by a thread.

3.2.
It generally happens that when ‘outsiders’ intrude in love affairs,

the aftermaths are dramatic and immeasurable. They turn joy into

intruders put in their mind. Indeed, Moji is the ‘beautiful liar’ who
has mixed everything up. She has made up the petty idea that Bayo

are babies. Then she narrates to her friend Mama Dele how Kudi
falls when a baby. Mama Dele on her turn brings the information to
Mama Tunde who puts pressure on his nephew, Bayo. As a double-
edged sword, she has also gone to Iyalode reporting how Bayo falls
in his babyhood. When analysing her behaviour, I see that her goal
is to prevent the two lovers from getting married. That is why she
has used Iyalode and Mama Tunde to reach her goal. Although Bayo

Kudi’s mother play an intrigue just to separate them. As a result, their

Rotimi.20 It appears that Bayo’s relatives and Kudi’s mother’s intrigues
create social malaise, destroy hopes and human bonds and affect

.Bayo has been ‘invited’ to Kudi’s place only to discover that Kudi has been

Rotimi in her bedroom. By then, the hope of seeing Bayo and Kudi set up home and

a private
residence to provoke a breach of peace” (TI, p. 126).

Relatives’ Gatecrashing in their Offspring’s Private Life
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”21 As a result, Kudi’s love for Bayo
turns into hatred. They could not get on with each other anymore. The
discovery Bayo has made has been woeful. The two rivals have fought

not return with Kudi anymore. They have separated and this is due
to intrigues perfectly played by Moji and her accomplices. As Moji
herself confesses, she has not acted alone. It is the idea of Baba that

. (TI, p. 243) The love
story of Kudi and Bayo ends up after this series of intrigues. They do
not get married as they have promised. What happens to Kudi after is
not mentioned by the narrator. As far as Bayo is concerned, he has to

marriage has been blessed with children. But their daily life is not a
bed of roses. Indeed, Mara suffers a lot due to a husband imposed on

I received a nasty kick in the knee. When I forgot the

forehead (BH, p. 19).

Mara corresponds to a corporal punishment. This leads then to infer

. op. cit., p. 169.

GBAGUIDI Célestin
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underdog. As Mawuli Adjei rightly puts it, “These abuses become

relief, there is rather emptiness in her”.22Thus, if one considers that the
ultimate purpose of the lovers is a peaceful relationship, one can assert
that any outside intrusion generally overthrows that challenge.

Conclusion

Throughout out this study, I have shown that due to poverty,

progeny into forced marriage. Their interference in offspring’s

good advice to prevent misfortune with couples should be considered.
Beyond the Horizon, and Tunji Ogundimu’s The

Insiders
into children’s married life. Although marriage remains a community
matter involving two families, the choice and the desire of the partners
must prevail. In my mind, it is vitally important for parents or relatives

towards the child, which seems to escape some of Ogundimu’s and
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